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(54) Control apparatus for transmission 

(57) For a transmission having a forward drive train, 
a reverse drive train and a starting clutch, a control 
apparatus comprises a clutch control valve for setting a 
clutch control pressure to control the engagement of the 
starting clutch and a reverse inhibitor valve for opening 
and dosing a line to a reverse drive actuator. When the 
clutch control pressure increases to a value above a 
predetermined value, the reverse inhibitor valve closes 
the line to the reverse drive actuator. 

For a transmission having drive and driven cylin- 
ders for controlling the speed ratio set by variable width 
drive and driven pulleys and a starting clutch tor control- 
ling power transmission: a control apparatus comprises 
a controller for judging whether or not a vehicle is in a 
predetermined normal forward driving mode (a driving 
condition which does not require a speed change or a 
rapid speed change), a clutch control valve for setting a 
clutch control pressure to control the engagement of the 
starting clutch, and a high pressure control valve for set- 
ting a speed-ratio changing pressure which is supplied 
to the drive and driven cylinders. When the vehicle is 
judged by the controller as being in the predetermined 
normal forward driving mode, the high pressure control 
valve corresponding to the clutch control pressure sets 
the speed-ratio changing pressure to a pressure lower 
than the pressure set at while the vehicle is not in the 
predetermined normal forward driving mode. 
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V-belt trained therearound. The speed ratio of this 
to which the pitch diameters of the pulleys are vari- 
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Description 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to a control apparatus for a transmission, which is incorporated in vehicles, 
etc. and particularly to a control apparatus for a belt-type continuously variable transmission which has a starting clutch. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Various types of transmission have been devised and incorporated into vehicles. For example, Japanese Patent 
Laid-open Publication No.4-243634 proposes a belt-type continuously variable transmission which comprises drive and 
driven pulleys each having a variable pulley width, and a metallic 
transmission is variably controlled by adjusting the variable widths, 
ably proportional. 

In such transmission, a neutral condition is often required so that power transmission is allowed to switch on or off. 
For this purpose, a hydraulic starting clutch (hereinafter referred to Jsimply as "starting clutch") is provided in the mech- 
anism for transmitting power from the input shaft to the output shaft of the transmission. This starting clutch, whose 
engaging force is being controlled, is capable of adjusting its torquej-transmission capacity regulating the ratio of torque 
transmission from the input member to the output member therecjf. The torque-transmission capacity of the starting 
clutch is made smaller than the input torque while the vehicle is starting, thereby allowing some slippage in the clutch 
engagement so that the vehicle accelerates smoothly. On the other hand, the torque-transmission capacity is made 
larger than the input torque while the vehicle is running forward steadily, i.e., driving at a relatively constant speed, 
thereby eliminating slippage in the clutching engagement so that all torque input can be transmitted to the output mem- 
ber for efficiency. 

In the transmission disclosed in the above mentioned publication, control of the engaging force of the starting clutch 
is carried out through a starting clutch control pressure generated by a clutch control valve (solenoid valve) in corre- 
spondence with the energizing current flowing through the solenoid thereof. The maximum pressure of this starting 
clutch control pressure is ordinarily set at a pressure which is required for setting the torque-transmission capacity so 
large as to allow the maximum allowable torque input to the input member of the starting clutch to be transmitted fully 
to the output member without any slippage. j 

Moreover, as automotive vehicles are required to be capable of reversing the drive directions forward or rearward, 
the above power transmission mechanism is provided with a forwa'rd drive train which transmits power from the input 
member to the output member in such a way that the output member rotates in a forward direction and a reverse drive 
train which transmits power in such a way that the output member rotates in the reverse direction. In the belt-type con- 
tinuously variable transmission of the above disclosure, the forward and reverse drive trains are constructed with a plan- 
etary gear train, whose ring gear is fixedly held against rotation by a reverse drive actuator (reverse brake) when 
actuating the reverse drive train. j 

This reverse drive hydraulic actuator is supplied with an actuating pressure when a manual valve, which is shifted 
manually by the driver between the positions for forward drive and for reverse drive, is operated to the reverse drive 
position. As such, if the manual valve is mistakenly operated to the reverse drive position while the vehicle is driving for- 
ward, then smooth power transmission of the transmission will be interrupted or disturbed. In order to avoid such dis- 
turbance, for example, the system is arranged such that when the vehicle's forward speed increases to a predetermined 
value, the supply line of the actuating pressure to the reverse drive actuator becomes completely blocked even if the 
manual valve is operated into the reverse drive position. More specifically, when the vehicle reaches a certain speed, 
the hydraulic passage for supplying the actuating pressure to the reverse brake is blocked by the actuation of a solenoid 
valve provided as reverse inhibitor, whereby actuation of the reverse drive train is prevented while the vehicle is driving 
forward. j 

This method of the above disclosure requires a solenoid valvefwhose only purpose is to prevent actuation of the 
reverse drive train while driving forward. This solenoid valve provided as such presents a few problems of design com- 
plication. The hydraulic circuit of the transmission becomes complex, thus raising production cost. This added solenoid 



valve also requires additional electrical circuits not only to control the actuation of the solenoid valve but also to energize 
the solenoid, thus complicating the electrical circuits as well. 

On the other hand, transmissions are often equipped with hydraulic speed-ratio changing means, and a speed-ratio 
changing pressure is supplied to this speed-ratio changing means for the purpose of adjusting the speed-ratio of the 
transmission. In the transmission of the above disclosure, a hydraulic cylinder (speed-ratio changing means) is provided 
in the axially movable member of each pulley so that controlled adjustment of the pulley widths is carried out by a pulley 
thrust pressure received in the cylinders for control of the speed ratio. Each cylinder selectively receives through a four- 
way valve a low pulley thrust control pressure or a high pulley thrust control pressure. The low pulley thrust control pres- 
sure is a minimal pressure required for power transmission without causing slippage between the belt and the pulleys. 
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The high pulley thrust control pressure (hereinafter this is also referred to as "speed-ratio changing pressure"), which is 
set greater than the low pulley thrust control pressure, is used for shifting the speed ratio. 

In this belt-type continuously variable transmission, one of the pulleys is supplied with the low pulley thrust control 
pressure and the other with a relatively high speed-ratio changilng pressure while the vehicle is starting, requiring fre- 

5 quent changes in the speed ratio, or the vehicle is in kickdown, requiring rapid changing of the speed ratio. In these sit- 
uations, the variable widths of the pulleys rapidly change, thereby changing the speed ratio rapidly. On the other hand, 
while the vehicle is driving forward at a relatively constant speecl, requiring little shift in the speed ratio, one of the pul- 
leys is supplied with a speed-ratio changing pressure which is a|little higher than the low pulley thrust control pressure, 
which is supplied to the other, such that deviations occurring in the speed ratio due to changes of the torque transmitted 

io through the belt are corrected for the purpose of maintaining a constant speed ratio. 

While the vehicle is in normal forward driving mode without requiring a speed change or a rapid speed change, the 
above mentioned relatively high speed-ratio changing pressure is not required for the transmission. It is only necessary 
that the speed-ratio changing pressure be maintained at a pressure slightly higher than the low pulley thrust control 
pressure. In transmissions of prior art, a relatively high speed-ratio changing pressure was generated even while the 

is vehicle was in normal forward driving mode because design priority was given to rapid adjustment of the speed ratio 
required during the vehicle's startup or kick-down. This continuously generated relatively high speed-ratio changing 
pressure required a constant high discharge pressure from the hydraulic pump, thus presenting a problem of power loss 
in the operation of the pump. 

It is desirable that the speed-ratio changing pressure be made as small as possible while the vehicle is in normal 

20 forward driving mode, whereby the discharge pressure required of the hydraulic pump be also set as small as possible. 
In this way, power loss can be reduced in the operation of the pump. As for methods of reducing the speed-ratio chang- 
ing pressure while the vehicle is in normal forward driving mode a solenoid valve can be provided, e.g.. specifically for 
reducing the speed-ratio changing pressure, or the previously mentioned solenoid valve as reverse inhibitor may be uti- 
lized for this purpose. 

25 However, these methods would complicate the circuit design of the transmission and present a problem of raising 
production cost. If a solenoid valve is added to the existing hydraulic circuit specifically for lowering the speed-ratio 
changing pressure or as reverse inhibitor, then design complication will involve not only the hydraulic circuit but also the 
electric circuit. A circuit for controlling the actuation of the solenoid valve as well as a circuit for energizing the solenoid 
must be added to the existing electric circuit. 



30 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



It is an object of the present invention to provide a control apparatus which insures inactivation of a reverse drive 

actuator of a transmission, while a vehicle is driving forward, without having a solenoid valve for reverse inhibition. 
35 It is another object of the present invention to provide a speed-ratio control apparatus which is capable of lowering 

the speed-ratio changing pressure while a vehicle is in a normal forward driving mode so as to minimize the operation 

loss of a hydraulic pump, without having a solenoid valve for this specific purpose. 

In order to achieve these objects, the present invention embodies a control apparatus comprising clutch pressure 

control means for setting a clutch control pressure to control the engagement of a starting clutch and open/close switch- 
40 ing means (reverse inhibitor) for opening and closing a line to a reverse drive actuator. Thereby, when the clutch control 

pressure increases to a pressure above a predetermined value, the open/close switching means closes the line to the 

reverse drive actuator. 

In this control apparatus, the clutch control pressure, previously only used for engagement control of the starting 
clutch, is utilized for actuation of the open/close switching means} As a result, the control apparatus has a relatively sim- 

45 pie hydraulic circuit design without including a solenoid valve forireverse inhibition, thus being cost effective. Moreover, 
the reverse drive train of the transmission is securely prevented from actuation by the control apparatus with the 
open/close switching means, which closes the line to the reverse drive actuator when the clutch control pressure 
increases to the pressure above a predetermined value while the vehicle's running forward. 

The above mentioned predetermined value is preferably set jabove the clutch control pressure which is required for 

so the starting clutch to transmit the maximum torque input, fromjthe input member to the output member (hereinafter 
referred to as "maximal clutch torque control pressure"). Thereby, the torque transmission ratio of the starting clutch is 
fully controllable by variably setting the clutch control pressure to any pressure lower than the maximal clutch torque 
control pressure. If the clutch control pressure is set above the predetermined value, the supply of actuation pressure 
to the reverse actuator is securely blocked by the open/close switching means while the torque transmission ratio of the 

55 starting clutch is held at the maximum, capable of transmitting ttie input torque fully to the output member. 

In other words, while in the prior art, the starting clutch and the reverse inhibitor were independently controlled 
through control of energizing currents flowing through the two solenoids: one for the clutch control valve and the other 
for the reverse inhibitor; in the present invention, the torque transmission ratio of the starting clutch and the actuation of 
the reverse inhibitor are controlled independently through control of only the energizing current of the solenoid which is 
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used for the clutch control valve. 

The invention may also be incorporated into a transmission fjor use in a vehicle, the transmission comprising a 
power transmission mechanism for transmitting power from an input shaft to an output shaft through speed-ratio chang- 
ing means which varies the speed ratio of the output shaft to the input shaft, shift control means for controlling the speed 
ratio established by the speed-ratio changing means, and a starting clutch provided in the power transmission mecha- 
nism for controlling power transmission from the input shaft to the output shaft. In this transmission, a control apparatus 
comprises judging means which determines whether or not the vehicle is in a normal forward driving mode (eg., driving 
condilion not requiring a speed change or a rapid speed change),] clutch pressure control means for setting a clutch 
control pressure to control the engagement of the starting clutch, and shift pressure setting means for setting a speed- 
ratio changing pressure which is supplied to the shift control means! As such, when the vehicle is judged by the judging 
means as being in the predetermined normal forward driving mode 1 , the shift pressure setting means corresponding to 
the clutch control pressure sets the speed-ratio changing pressurej to a pressure lower than the pressure set at while 
the vehicle is not in the predetermined normal forward driving mode. 

The invention may further be incorporated into a belt-type continuously variable transmission comprising a variable 
width drive pulley connected to the input shaft of the transmission, ajvariable width driven pulley connected to the output 
shaft, a V-belt extended therearound, a drive cylinder for setting the pulley width of the variable width drive pulley and 
a driven cylinder for setting the pulley width of the variable width driven pulley, and a starting clutch for controlling power 
transmission provided in the power transmission mechanism linking the input shaft to the output shaft. In this transmis- 
sion, a control apparatus of the present invention comprises judging means which determines whether the vehicle is in 
a normal forward driving mode or not, thrust pressure setting means for setting a low pulley thrust control pressure and 
a high pulley thrust control pressure higher than the low pulley thrust control pressure, supply switching means for 
selectively supplying the low and high pulley thrust control pressures into the drive and driven cylinders, and clutch 
pressure control means for setting a clutch control pressure so as to control the engagement of the starting clutch. 
When the vehicle is judged by the judging means as being in the predetermined normal forward driving mode, the thrust 
pressure setting means corresponding to the clutch control pressure sets the high pulley thrust control pressure to a 
pressure lower than the pressure set at while the vehicle is not in the predetermined normal forward driving mode. 

As described above, in the control apparatus of the present invention, the shift pressure setting means (thrust pres- 
sure setting means) corresponding to the clutch control pressure, which controls the engagement of the starting clutch, 
lowers the shift control pressure (high pulley thrust control pressure) when the vehicle is in the normal forward driving 
mode. As such, it is not necessary for the control apparatus to be provided with a solenoid valve whose specific use is 
for lowering the pressure generated by the shift pressure setting means while the vehicle is in the normal forward driving 
mode. As a result, the design of the control apparatus is relatively simple, so the control apparatus can be produced at 
a comparatively low cost. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a schematic view showing the construction of a V-belt-type continuously variable transmission having a 
control apparatus of the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a hydraulic circuit diagram of the control apparatus. 
Fig. 3 is a hydraulic circuit diagram of the control apparatus. 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged view of a shift valve used in the control apparatus. 

Fig. 5 is a graph showing high and low pulley thrust control pressures set by the control apparatus. 
Fig. 6 is a graph showing the pressure difference between the pressures discharged by the shift valve. 
Fig. 7 is a graph showing starting clutch control pressures generated by the clutch control valve used in the control 
apparatus. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



A belt-type continuously variable transmission CVT having a control apparatus according to the present invention 
is schematically shown in Fig.1. This belt-type continuously variable transmission CVT comprises a metallic V-belt 
mechanism 10 disposed between an input shaft 1 and a countershaft 2, a planetary-gear forward- reverse selector 
mechanism 20 disposed between the input shaft 1 and the drive pulley 1 1 of the metallic V-belt mechanism 10, and a 
starting clutch 5 disposed between the countershaft 2 and a differential mechanism 8 as output member. The transmis- 
sion CVT is suitable for use as a motor vehicle transmission. The input shaft 1 is connected with the output shaft of an 
engine ENG through a coupling mechanism CP. The power transmitted to the differential mechanism 8 drives the right 
and left wheels (not shown). I 

The metallic V-belt mechanism 10 comprises a drive pulley 1 1 mounted on the input shaft 1, the driven pulley 16 
mounted on the countershaft 2, and a metallic V-belt 15 trained around the drive and driven pulleys 1 1 and 16. 

The drive pulley 1 1 comprises an axially fixed pulley member 12 rotatably mounted on the input shaft 1 , and a mov- 
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able pulley member 13 axially slidable with respect to the fixed p|ulley member 12. The movable pulley member 13 has 
a cylinder chamber 1 4 defined axially laterally therein by a cylinder wall 12a coupled to the axially fixed pulley member 
12. A hydraulic pressure, i.e., a pulley thrust pressure, supplied jinto the cylinder chamber 14 through a hydraulic pas- 
sage 39a generates a lateral thrust force for sliding the movable pulley member 13 axially toward the fixed pulley mem- 

5 ber12. • 

The driven pulley 16 comprises a fixed pulley member 17 fixedly mounted on the countershaft 2, and a movable 
pulley member 18 axially slidable with respect to the fixed pulley member 17. The movable pulley member 18 has a cyl- 
inder chamber 19 defined axially laterally therein by a cylinder wall 17a coupled to the fixed pulley member 17. A 
hydraulic pressure, i.e., a pulley thrust pressure, supplied into the cylinder chamber 19 through a hydraulic passage 39b 

10 generates a lateral thrust force for sliding the movable pulley member 18 axially toward the fixed pulley member 17. 

Supply control of the pulley thrust pressures into the cylinder chambers 14 and 19 makes possible control of the 
thrust forces for adjusting the variable widths of the pulleys 1 1 and 16 while avoiding slippage of the V-belt 15. These 
controllably adjustable widths, controlling the pitch diameters of bie pulleys 1 1 and 16, allows for the mechanism 10 to 
continuously vary the speed ratio of the transmission. 

is The planetary-gear forward-reverse selector mechanism 20 pomprises a sun gear 21 coaxially coupled to the input 
shaft 1 , a carrier 22 coupled to the axially fixed pulley member 12, a ring gear 23 which can be held against rotation by 
a reverse brake (a hydraulic actuator for reversing the drive) 27, and a forward clutch 25 capable of holding the sun gear 
21 and the ring gear 23 together in rotation. When the forward clutch 25 is engaged, the sun gear 21 , the planet gears 
on the carrier 22, and the ring gear 23 rotate in unison with the input shaft 1. As a result, the drive pulley 1 1 rotates in 

20 the same direction, i.e., forward direction, as the input shaft 1 , thereby establishing the power transmission for forward 
drive. When the reverse brake 27 is engaged, the ring gear 23 is held against rotation. As a result, the carrier 22 is 
rotated in the direction opposite to that of the sun gear 21 , and tfjie drive pulley 1 1 coupled with the carrier 22 rotates in 
the direction opposite to that of the input shaft 1 , i.e., reverse direction, thereby establishing the power transmission for 
reverse drive. 

25 The starting clutch 5 controls transmission of power from the countershaft 2 to the output member. When the start- 
ing clutch 5 is engaged and the engaging force thereof is controlled, the size of the torque transmitted from the coun- 
tershaft 2 to the output member is controlled. When the starting clutch 5 is engaged, power from the engine ENG is 
transmitted from the countershaft 2 through meshing gears 6a, 6b, 7a and 7b to the differential mechanism 8 at a speed 
ratio determined by the metallic V-belt mechanism 10. It is then divided and transmitted to the right and left wheels (not 

30 shown in the figure). When the starting clutch 5 is disengaged, tdrque transmission ratio is zero. When the transmission 
is in this neutral condition, power from the engine is not transmitted at all. The operation of the starting clutch 5 is manip- 
ulated by a clutch control valve 75 in response to control signals sent from a controller 70. The clutch control valve 75 
regulates the hydraulic pressure (starting clutch control pressure Psc) supplied to the starting clutch 5 through pas- 
sages 31a and 31b and thereby controls the operation thereof. 

35 described in detail later. 

The controller (judging means) 70 receives electric signals corresponding to the engine rotational speed Ne and 
the engine intake vacuum pressure PB from the engine control unit ECU which controls the operation of the engine 
ENG. In addition to these signals, it also receives a detection signal from the air-conditioner sensor 76 which detects 
whether the air-conditioner AC is operating or not, and a shift-range position signal from the shift-range detector 77 

ao which detects the shift-range, basing on the position of the shiftllever ATP. In corresponding to these signals, the con- 
troller 70 controls the above mentioned starting clutch 5 and a pulley thrust pressure valve unit 40 and a shift control 
valve unit 50, which will be described in the following. 

In addition, the controller 70 receives detection signals from the speed sensor 78 which detects the speed of the 
vehicle and the throttle sensor 79 which detects the degree of jthrottling. Basing on these detection signals from the 

45 speed sensor 78 and the throttle sensor 79, the controller 70 determines the vehicle's driving condition. 

The pulley thrust pressures supplied into the drive and driven cylinder chambers 14 and 19 are controlled by the 
pulley thrust pressure valve unit 40 and the shift control valve unit 50 in response to control signals received from the 
controller 70. As shown in Fig. 2, the pulley thrust pressure valve unit 40 comprises a high pressure regulator valve 41 , 
a low pressure regulator valve 43, a high/low pressure control valve 45, and a high pressure control valve 47. The shift 

so control valve unit 50 comprises a shift control valve 51 and a shift valve 53. The constructions of these valves will be 
described in detail in the following description of the control apparatus. 

The hydraulic circuit arrangements shown in Figs. 2 and 3 integrally make up a single hydraulic circuit when. the 
ends of passages marked (1), (2), and (3) in Figs. 2 and 3 are interconnected. The mark "X" in the figures indicates a 
connection point to the drainage of the circuit. 

55 Oil from a hydraulic pump 30 is supplied through a hydraulic passage 32 to the above mentioned high pressure reg- 
ulator valve 41. It is also supplied through a hydraulic passage 36 to a reducing valve 58 to generate a line pressure 
p mod- which has a substantially constant pressure. The line pressure Pmod ' s then supplied to the above mentioned 
high/low pressure control valve 45, shift control valve 51, clutch 
sages 37a, 37b, 31a, and 31 e. 



The construction of the clutch control valve 75 will be 



control valve 75, and a manual valve 61 through pas- 
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The high/low pressure control valve 45 includes a linear solenoid 45a. Control of the energizing current to the linear 
solenoid 45a enables control of the biassing force applied on the spool 45b. In correspondence with the biassing force 
applied on the spool, the high/low pressure control valve 45 converts or adjusts the line pressure P^od supplied 
through the passage 37a to a control back-pressure P HL c The control back-pressure P H lc produced is then supplied 

s through a passage 35a into the right-end chamber 43b of the low prjessure regulator valve 43, thereby pushing the spool 
43a thereof to the left. The control back-pressure P H lc is also supplied through a passage 35b into the right-end cham- 
ber 47b of the high pressure control valve 47 and the first halfway chamber 47c next from the right end. The control 
back-pressure P HLC in the right-end chamber 47b pushes the spool 47a to the left, and the control back-pressure P HLC 
in the first halfway chamber 47c pushes the spool 47a to the right, j 

io The high pressure regulator valve 41 converts or adjusts the pressure of oil supplied through the passage 32 from 
the pump 30, to a high pulley thrust control pressure PH. The high Ipulley thrust control pressure PH generated here is 
then supplied to the shift valve 53 through a passage 33a and also to the low pressure regulator valve 43 through a pas- 
sage 33b. Furthermore, the high pulley thrust control pressure Ph| is supplied to a passage 33c which branches from 
the passage 33a and connects to the left-end chamber 47d of the high pressure control valve 47. 

is The second halfway chamber 47e of the high pressure control valve (shift pressure setting means) 47 is connected 
through a passage 66 to a reverse inhibitor valve 63. As such, the spool 47a of the high pressure control valve 47 is 
positionally controlled by the control back-pressure P H lc received iip the right-end chamber 47b and first halfway cham- 
ber 47c through the passage 35b and a second starting clutch control pressure Psc2, which will be described later, 
received in the second halfway chamber 47e through the passage 66. This positional control of the spool 47a enables 

20 the high pressure control valve 47 to adjust the high pulley thrust control pressure PH received through the passage 
33c to a pressure which is supplied into the right-end chamber 41 b of the high pressure regulator valve 41 as back pres- 
sure. | 

The low pressure regulator valve 43 converts or adjusts the high pulley thrust control pressure PH supplied through 
the passage 33b to a low pulley thrust control pressure PL in correspondence with the control back-pressure Phlc Th © 

25 low pulley thrust control pressure PL is then supplied to the shift valve 53 through a passage 34 and passages 34a and 
34b, which are branched from the passage 34. 

Fig. 5 shows relations between the control back-pressure P HLC J which is produced by the high/low pressure control 
valve 45, and the high and low pulley thrust control pressures PH and PL, which are set by the high pressure regulator 
valve 41 , high pressure control valve 47, and low pressure regulator valve 43. The high pulley thrust control pressure 

30 PH is switched between two pressures PH1 and PH 2 in correspondence with the judgment determined by the control- 
ler 70 on the driving condition of the vehicle. How this switching isj carried out will be discussed later. The first pulley 
thrust control pressure PH1 shown by the solid line in the graph is selected while the vehicle is judged by the controller 
70 as starting up, requiring control of the speed ratio, or as in kickdown, requiring rapid change of the speed ratio. The 
second pulley thrust control pressure PH2 (< PH1) shown by the dotted line is selected while the vehicle is judge as in 

35 normal forward driving mode, requiring little control of the speed ratio (while only in forward drive as explained later). 
The low pulley thrust control pressure PL is a minimal pressure, when applied to the pulleys, which keeps the belt run- 
ning without any slippage. j 

The shift control valve 51 includes a linear solenoid 51a. Control of the energizing current through the linear sole- 
noid 51a makes the biassing force applied to the spool 51b controllable. As such, the line pressure P MO d supplied 

40 through the passage 37b to the shift control valve 51 is adjusted to a shift control pressure P sv in correspondence with 
the biassing force. Then, the shift control pressure P sv is supplied! into the left-end chamber 53b of the shift valve 53 
through a passage 38, thereby pushing the spool 53a thereof to the right. 

The shift valve 53 controls the delivery of the high and low pulley thrust control pressures PH and PL selectively 
into the drive and driven cylinder chambers 1 4 and 1 9 through the passages 39a and 39b, corresponding to the position 

45 of the spool 53a. As shown in Fig. 4, the left end surface (pressure-receiving area A3) of the spool 53a receives the shift 
control pressure P sv , which works to push the spool 53a to the right. jOn the other hand, the right end surface (pressure- 
receiving area A1) of the spool 53a receives the line pressure Pmod supplied through the passage 37c, which is 
branched from the passage 37b, whereby the spool 53a is pushed to the left. Furthermore, the right-side mediate sur- 
face (pressure-receiving area A2) of the spool 53a receives the insiide pressure of the drive cylinder chamber 14, i.e. 

so drive pulley thrust pressure P DR , through a drive pressure feedback passage 39c, which is branched from the passage 
39a, whereby the spool 53a is pushed to the left. Moreover, the left-jside mediate surface (pressure-receiving area A2) 
of the spool 53a receives the inside pressure of the driven cylinder chamber 19, i.e. driven pulley thrust pressure P DNf 
through a driven pressure feedback passage 39d, which is branched from the passage 39b, whereby the spool 53a is 
pushed to the right. As a result, the spool 53a is shifted to the position where the force pushing the spool 53a to the left, 

55 i e - p mod x A1 + p dr x A 2 . balances with the force pushing it to the right, i.e., P sv x A3 + P DN x A2 . 
Here, an equation is given to describe the condition where both forces are balanced. 

p mod xA1 +P DR xA2 = P sv xA3 + P DN xA2. (1) 
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Being modified, 



P mod x A1 + (P DR - P DN ) x A2 = P sv x A3. (2) 



5 As seen from the equation (2) and Fig. 6, the difference between the drive pulley thrust pressure P DR and driven 

pulley thrust pressure P DN , i.e., AP = P DR - P DN , is proportional to the shift control pressure P S v Therefore, if either 
of the drive pulley thrust pressure P DR or the driven pulley thrust pressure P DN is set at the low pulley thrust control 
pressure PL, then the other can be set at a pressure which is the low pulley thrust control pressure PL plus a pressure 
increased proportionally to the shift control pressure P sv | 

id The clutch control valve (clutch pressure control means) 75 has^a linear solenoid 75a. Control of the energizing cur- 
rent to the linear solenoid 75a enables control of the biasing forjce working on the spool 75b. In correspondence with 
the biasing force so controlled, the line pressure P M od supplied through the passage 31a is adjusted to generate the 
previously mentioned starting clutch control pressure P sc , which is discharged to the passage 31b and to a hydraulic 
passage 31c, which is branched from the passage 31b. The passage 31b is connected to the starting clutch 5, and the 

is starting clutch control pressure P sc adjusts the engagement of the starting clutch 5. The passages 31c and 31d lead 
the starting clutch control pressure P S c » n t° tne left-end chamber 63b and the first halfway chamber 63c of the reverse 
inhibitor valve 63, respectively. 

Now, as shown in Fig. 7, the starting clutch control pressure P sc generated by the clutch control valve 75 is pro- 
portional to the energizing current I provided to the linear solenoid 75a from the controller 70. For the purpose of apply- 

20 ing the starting clutch control pressure P sc as signal to initiate different functions in the system, a categorization is 
made so as to assign three pressure ranges to the starting clutch control pressure P sc : a first starting clutch control 
pressure P sc 1 which ranges from zero to a maximal clutch torque control pressure Psc MA X for controlling the torque 
transmission ratio of the starting clutch 5; a second starting clutch control pressure P sc 2 which occupies the range 
greater than an actuation-initiating pressure PR (> P QC MAX) which is greater than the maximal clutch torque control 

25 pressure P SC MAX and initiates the actuation of the reverse inhibitor valve 63; and a third starting clutch control pres- 
sure P sc 3 which occupies the range greater than P SC MAX but smaller than the actuation-initiating pressure PR. The 
first starting clutch control pressure P sc 1 is used for controlling the engagement of the starting clutch 5, and the torque 
transmission ratio of the starting clutch 5 in engagement is controlled in correspondence with the magnitude of the first 
starting clutch control pressure Psct- The torque transmission J-atio of the starting clutch 5 is set such that when the 

30 starting clutch 5 receives the first starting clutch control pressure Psc 1 equal to the maximal clutch torque control pres- 
sure PscMAX, a maximum torque input on the input side is transmitted fully onto the output side without slippage in 
clutch engagement. 

The second starting clutch control pressure Psc 2 IS used for fixing the transmission ratio of the starting clutch 5 at 
the maximum and for controlling the actuation of the reverse inhibitor valve 63. The third starting clutch control pressure 

35 P sc 3 is used only for fixing the transmission ratio of the starting clutch 5 at the maximum. As such, the first starting 
clutch control pressure P S c 1 is applied while the condition of tne vehicle is judged by the controller 70 as in starting 
mode (including forward start and reverse) or in kickdown mode. The second starting clutch control pressure P S c 2 is 
applied while the condition of the vehicle is judged as in normal forward driving mode, and the third starting clutch con- 
trol pressure Psc 3 is applied while the vehicle is judged as in normal reverse driving mode. 

40 The manual valve 61 is connected to a shift lever provided at the driver s seat (not shown) with a cable. When the 
shift lever is operated manually by the driver to one of the six positions P, R, N, D, S, and L, the spool 61 a of the manual 
valve 61 is shifted correspondingly to one of the positions indicated in Fig. 3, which is showing the spool 61a at the N 
(neutral) position. The first halfway chamber 61b provided in the right portion of the manual valve 61 is connected to the 
forward clutch 25 through a passage 65, and the second halfway camber 61c provided in the left portion is connected 

45 to the reverse inhibitor valve 63 through a passage 67. This passage 67 is connected through the reverse inhibitor valve 
63 to a passage 68 which is connected to the reverse brake 27. 

When the spool 61a of the manual valve 61 is at the P or N position, the passages 65 and 67 are connected to the 
drain. As a result, both forward clutch 25 and reverse brake 27 are not actuated for engagement. When the spool 61a 
is at the D, S, or L position, the passage 67 is connected to the drain, and the passage 31 e having the line pressure 

50 p mod is connected with the passage 65. As a result, the reverse brake 27 is not actuated, but the forward clutch 25 is 
actuated for engagement. Furthermore, when the spool 61a is at the R position, the passage 65 is connected to the 
drain, and the passage 31 e having the line pressure Pmod ls connected with the passage 67. As a result, the forward 
clutch 25 is not actuated for engagement, but the reverse brake 2j7 is actuated either for engagement or disengagement 
in relation with the operation of the reverse inhibitor valve 63, which will be described next. 

55 The line pressure Pmod is supplied into the right-end chamber 63d of the reverse inhibitor valve (open/close switch- 
ing means) 63 through the passage 37c to push the spool 63a tojthe left. When the first starting clutch control pressure 
Psc 1 ° r tnird starting clutch control pressure P sc 3 is supplied into the left-end chamber 63b of the reverse inhibitor 
valve 63 (i.e.. the vehicle is in start up, kickdown, or normal reverse), the spool 63a is positioned at the left stroke end, 
and the passages 67 and 68 are connected to each other. Therefore, when the spool 61a of the manual valve 61 is at 
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the R position, i.e., the passages 31 e and 67 are connected with each other, the reverse brake 27 is actuated for 
engagement. Furthermore, when the spool 63a of the reverse inhibitor valve 63 is positioned at the left stoke end, the 
passage 66 connecting the reverse inhibitor valve 63 to the second halfway chamber 47e of the high pressure control 
valve 47 is connected to the drain. j 
5 On the other hand, when the second starting clutch control pressure P S c 2 »s supplied into the left-end chamber 63b 

of the reverse inhibitor valve 63 (i.e., the vehicle is in normal forward driving mode), the spool 63a is positioned at the 
right stroke end. As a result, fluid communication of the passages 67 and 68 is blocked, and the passage 68 is con- 
nected to the drain. In this condition, even if the spool 61a of the manual valve 61 is mistakenly shifted to the "FT posi- 
tion, the reverse brake 27 will not actuate for engagement, wherefcly insurance is made for prevention of switching the 
10 transmission to the reverse drive train while the vehicle is in normal forward driving mode. 

Moreover, when the spool 63a is at the right stroke end, the passages 66 and 31d are connected with each other, 
and the second starting clutch control pressure P sc 2 is supplied into the second halfway chamber 47e of the high pres- 
sure control valve 47. As a result, the thrust working on the spool 4-7a rightward is increased, thereby, in turn, reducing 
the back pressure supplied into the right-end chamber 41 b of the high pressure regulator valve 41 . As a result, the high 
r5 pulley thrust control pressure PH generated by the high pressure regulator valve 41 is switched from the first high pulley 
thrust control pressure PH1 , which is generated to meet the need (j>f frequent speed-ratio adjustment while the vehicle 
is starting, to the second high pulley thrust control pressure PH 2, which is generated at a pressure substantially smaller 
than the first high pulley thrust control pressure PH1 , only to satisfy the need of less frequent speed-ratio adjustment 
while the vehicle is in normal forward driving mode. As a result, thejload of the oil pump 30 is reduced correspondingly 
20 to this pressure reduction, whereby the fuel efficiency is improved as the engine runs with a less load. 

With the control system, which is constructed as described above, the vehicle is capable of driving while the start- 
ing clutch 5 and the forward clutch 25 or the reverse brake 27 are engaged. In addition, with the spool 53a of the shift 
valve 53 positionally controlled through control of the shift control pressure P S v. the pressures supplied into the cylinder 
chambers 14 and 19 are controlled so as to control the speed ratiojof the transmission. 
25 In the above embodiment, the clutch control pressure (second jstarting clutch control pressure Psc 2 ) is utilized as 
pressure for reducing the high pulley thrust control pressure. However, the pressure to be used for making a reduction 
in the high pulley trust control pressure is not limited to the clutch control pressure in the control apparatus of the 
present invention. For example, the line pressure P MO d may be applied instead. 

Also, in the above embodiment, the reverse inhibitor valve 63 is ^actuated by the second starting clutch control pres- 
30 sure Psc2, which is generated by the clutch control valve 75, while 'the vehicle is in normal forward driving mode, with- 
out any consideration of the vehicle's speed. Instead, the clutch control valve 75 may be controlled to generate the 
second starting clutch control pressure P S c 2 » f ° r example, only when the speed of the vehicle, which is detected by the 
speed sensor 78, is above a predetermined value. 

Furthermore, in the above embodiment, the control apparatus Of the present invention is described as applied to a 
35 belt-type continuously variable transmission. However, it can be applied to other transmissions as well. 

For a transmission having a forward drive train, a reverse drive train and a starting clutch, a control apparatus com- 
prises a clutch control valve for setting a clutch control pressure to control the engagement of the starting clutch and a 
reverse inhibitor valve for opening and closing a line to a reversej drive actuator. When the clutch control pressure 
increases to a value above a predetermined value, the reverse inhibitor valve closes the line to the reverse drive actu- 
40 ator. 

For a transmission having drive and driven cylinders for controlling the speed ratio set by variable width drive and 
driven pulleys and a starting clutch for controlling power transmission; a control apparatus comprises a controller for 
judging whether or not a vehicle is in a predetermined normal forward driving mode (a driving condition which does not 
require a speed change or a rapid speed change), a clutch control valve for setting a clutch control pressure to control 
45 the engagement of the starting clutch, and a high pressure controljvalve for setting a speed-ratio changing pressure 
which is supplied to the drive and driven cylinders. When the vehicle is judged by the controller as being in the prede- 
termined normal forward driving mode, the high pressure control valve corresponding to the clutch control pressure sets 
the speed-ratio changing pressure to a pressure lower than the pressure set at while the vehicle is not in the predeter- 
mined normal forward driving mode. 



Claims 



1 . A control apparatus for a transmission having speed-ratio chan'ging means, a shift control actuator for controlling 
the actuation of said speed-ratio changing means, a clutch for controlling power transmission through said trans- 
55 mission; said shift control actuator and said clutch each being alctuated by supply of a hydraulic pressure; 

wherein the pressure which actuates said clutch is also applied to actuation control of said shift control actu- 
ator when said pressure is above a predetermined value which is higher than a pressure required for a power-trans- 
mission control carried out by said clutch. 
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The control apparatus as set forth in claim 1 further including: 

a power transmission mechanism having a forward drive train and a reverse drive train provided in parallel; 
said forward drive train transmitting power from the input shaft to the output shaft of said transmission such that said 
output shaft rotates in a forward direction, and said reversej drive train transmitting power from said input shaft to 
said output shaft such that said output shaft rotates in a reverse direction; 

a starting clutch which is provided in said power transmission mechanism and controls power transmission 
from said input shaft to said output shaft; I 

a reverse drive actuator for allowing the power transmission through said reverse drive train, said reverse 
drive actuator being actuated by supply of a hydraulic pressure; 

clutch pressure control means for setting a clutch control pressure to control the engagement of said starting 
clutch; and 

. open/close switching means for opening and closing a line through which the pressure actuating said 
reverse drive actuator is supplied; 

when said clutch control pressure is equal to or higher than said predetermined value, said open/close 
switching means closes said line supplying the pressure to said reverse drive actuator. 



The control apparatus as set forth in claim 2 wherein said 
sure required for said starting clutch to transmit a maximum 



predetermined value is set above the clutch control pres- 
torque from the input member. 



4. The control apparatus as set forth in claim 2 further including: 

a forward drive actuator for allowing the power transmission through said forward drive train, said forward 
actuator being actuated by supply of a hydraulic pressure; and 

a manual valve which is operated in correspondence with the operation of a shift lever manipulated by a 

driver; 

when said manual valve is operated for forward drive, a pressure is supplied to said forward drive actuator 
through said manual valve; and 

when said manual valve is operated for reverse drive, a pressure is supplied to said reverse drive actuator 
through said manual valve and open/close switching means, respectively. 

5. The control apparatus as set forth in claim 4 wherein: 

said open/close switching means comprises an open/close switching valve which is actuated by said clutch 
control pressure; and 

said open/close switching valve closes said line supplying the pressure to said reverse drive actuator when 
said clutch control pressure rises above the pressure required for said starting clutch to transmit a maximum torque 
from the input member. 

6. The control apparatus as set forth in claim 5 wherein: 

said clutch pressure control means sets said clutch control pressure at a pressure above the pressure 
required for said starting clutch to transmit the maximum torque from the input member only when said manual 
valve is positioned for forward drive; and 

thereby said line supplying the pressure to said reverse drive actuator is kept blocked even when said shift 
lever is operated for reverse drive during the vehicle's running forward. 

7. The control apparatus as set forth in claim 1 further including: 

a power transmission mechanism which transmits pojwer from the input shaft to the output shaft thereof; 

shift control means for controlling said speed-ratio changing means, said shift control means being actuated 
by supply of a hydraulic pressure; 

a starting clutch which controls power transmission from said input shaft to said output shaft; 

judging means which determines whether the vehicle is in a normal forward driving mode or not; 

clutch pressure control means for setting a clutch control pressure to control the engagement of said starting 
clutch; and 

shift pressure setting means for setting a speed-ratio < 
trol means; 

when the vehicle is judged by said judging means as being in the normal forward driving mode, said shift 
pressure setting means corresponding to said clutch control pressure sets said speed-ratio changing pressure to 
a pressure lower than the pressure set at while the vehicle \s not in the normal forward driving mode. 



changing pressure which is supplied to said shift con- 



The control apparatus as set forth in claim 7 wherein: 

said power transmission mechanism has a forward drive train and a reverse drive train provided in parallel; 
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said forward drive train transmitting power from said input shaft to said output shaft such that said output shaft 
rotates in a forward direction, and said reverse drive train transmitting power from said input shaft to said output 
shaft such that said output shaft rotates in the reverse direction; and further including: 

a reverse drive actuator for allowing the power transmission through said reverse drive train, said reverse 
drive actuator being actuated by supply of a hydraulic pressure; and 

open/close switching means for opening and closing ia line through which the pressure actuating said 
reverse drive actuator is supplied; 

when said clutch control pressure is equal to or higher than said predetermined value, said open/close 
switching means closes said line supplying the pressure to said reverse drive actuator and supplies a lowering 
pressure for lowering said speed-ratio changing pressure to said shift pressure setting means. 

9. The control apparatus as set forth in claim 7 wherein: 

said speed-ratio changing means includes a belt-type continuously variable transmission comprising a var- 
iable width drive pulley connected to said input shaft, a variable width driven pulley connected to said output shaft, 
and a V-belt extended therearound; ! 

said shift control means comprises a drive cylinder for setting a pulley thrust force in said variable width drive 
pulley and a driven cylinder for setting a pulley thrust force in said variable width driven pulley; and further including: 

thrust pressure setting means for setting a low pulley thrust control pressure and a high pulley thrust control 
pressure higher than said low pulley thrust control pressure; and 

supply switching means for selectively supplying said low and high pulley thrust control pressures into said 
drive and driven cylinders; j 

when the vehicle is judged by said judging means as being in the normal forward driving mode, said thrust 
pressure setting means corresponding to said clutch control pressure lowers said high pulley thrust control pres- 
sure. 

10. The control apparatus as set forth in claim 9 wherein: 

said power transmission mechanism has a forward drive train and a reverse drive train provided in parallel; 
said forward drive train transmitting power from said input shaft to said output shaft such that said output shaft 
rotates in a forward direction, and said reverse drive train transmitting power from said input shaft to said output 
shalt such that said output shaft rotates in the reverse direction! and further including: 

a reverse drive actuator for allowing the power transmission through said reverse drive train, said reverse 
drive actuator being actuated by supply of a hydraulic pressure; and 

open/close switching means for opening and closing a line through which the pressure actuating said 
reverse drive actuator is supplied ; 

when said clutch control pressure is equal to or higher than said predetermined value, said open/close 
switching means closes said line supplying the pressure to said reverse drive actuator and supplies a lowering 
pressure for lowering said high pulley thrust control pressure to said thrust pressure setting means. 

11. The control apparatus as set forth in claim 10 wherein: 

said open/close switching means comprises an open/close switching valve which is actuated by said clutch 
control pressure; and 

said open/close switching valve closes said line supplying the pressure to said reverse drive actuator and 
delivers said lowering pressure to said thrust pressure setting means when said clutch control pressure rises above 
the pressure required for said starting clutch to transmit a maximum torque from the input member. 

1 2. The control apparatus as set forth in claim 1 1 wherein said lowering pressure is said clutch control pressure. 



1 3. The control apparatus as set forth in claim 7 wherein said normal forward driving mode includes a driving condition 
which does not require a speed change or a rapid speed change. 
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(54) Control apparatus for transmission 

(57) For a transmission having a forward drive train, 
a reverse drive train and a starting clutch, a control 
apparatus comprises a clutch control valve for setting a 
clutch control pressure to control the engagement of the 
starting clutch and a reverse inhibitor valve for opening 
and closing a line to a reverse drive actuator. When the 
clutch control pressure increases to a value above a 
predetermined value, the reverse inhibitor valve closes 
the line to the reverse drive actuator. 

For a transmission having drive and driven cylin- 
ders for controlling the speed ratio set by variable width 
drive and driven pulleys and a starting clutch for control- 
ling power transmission; a control apparatus comprises 
a controller for judging whether or not a vehicle is in a 
predetermined normal forward driving mode (a driving 
condition which does not require a speed change or a 
rapid speed change), a clutch control valve for setting a 
clutch control pressure to control the engagement of the 
starting clutch, and a high pressure control valve for set- 
ting a speed-ratio changing pressure which is supplied 
to the drive and driven cylinders. When the vehicle is 
judged by the controller as being in the predetermined 
normal forward driving mode, the high pressure control 
valve corresponding to the clutch control pressure sets 
the speed-ratio changing pressure to a pressure lower 
than the pressure set at while the vehicle is not in the 
predetermined normal forward driving mode. 
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